
Righteous Anger
August Bible Study Series



What is the Bible Definition and 
Explanation of Righteous Anger?



Righteous anger is anger or indignation that 
is directed toward what angers God Himself.
Righteous anger and indignation are justly 
expressed when we are confronted with sin. 
Righteous anger in the Bible is God's anger 

toward injustice and wickedness. 



Three Marks of Righteous Anger:
1.You are reacting against actual sin.
2.You are more concerned with the offense 

against God than the offense against yourself.
3.You are expressing your anger in ways 

consistent with Christian character. 



LESSON ONE: 
WHAT MAKES GOD ANGRY?



DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
RIGHTEOUS AND SINFUL 

ANGER?



◦Righteous anger is unselfish while sinful anger is 
often selfish. 
◦Righteous anger is restrained while sinful anger is 
often uncontrolled. 
◦Righteous anger targets sinful acts or unjust 
situations while sinful anger frequently targets 
people.
◦Righteous anger seeks to remedy wrong while 
sinful anger retaliates. 



DOES GOD GET ANGRY?



Psalm 7:11, God is a just 
judge, and God is angry with 

the wicked every day.



1. The Anger of God Is Not Like 
Our Anger.



2. God’s Wrath is Provoked.



3. God Is Slow To Anger.



Five Sins that Anger the 
Heart of God.



1. Idol Worship Angers God, it is a 
Violation of His Character.



Exodus 20:4–6 (NET), “You must not make for yourself an 
idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or 
on the earth or in the sea. You must not bow down to 
them or worship them, for I, the LORD your God, am a 
jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any 
other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon their 
children; the entire family is affected—even children in 
the third and fourth generations of those who reject me. 
But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on 
those who love me and obey my commands. 



Isaiah 42:8, I am the Lord, that is 
My name; And My glory I will not 
give to another, Nor My praise to 

carved images. 



Would God get angry at 
Christians who worship idols like 

He did to Israel?



I Corinthians 10:14, Therefore, my 
beloved, flee from idolatry.



“You do not have to go to heathen lands 
today to find false gods. America is full of 
them. Whatever you love more than God 

is your idol.
Dwight L. Moody



2. Disobedience Angers God, it 
is a Violation of His Character.



1 Kings 11:9–10 (NKJV), So the Lord became 
angry with Solomon, because his heart had 
turned from the Lord God of Israel, who had 
appeared to him twice, and had commanded 
him concerning this thing, that he should not 
go after other gods; but he did not keep what 
the Lord had commanded. 



Colossians 3:5-7, Therefore put to 
death your members which are on the 
earth: fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. 
Because of these things the wrath of 
God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience, in which you yourselves 
once walked when you lived in them.



When we disobey God, the 
message we convey is that His 

Word is not important to us.



Isaiah 42:24-25, Who gave Jacob up for spoil, 
and Israel to plunderers? Was it not the Lord, 
against whom we have sinned, and in whose 
ways, they were not willing to walk, and whose 
law they did not obey? So, He poured out on 
him the heat of His anger. And the fierceness of 
battle; And it set him aflame all around, yet he 
did not recognize it. And it burned him, but he 
paid no attention.



3. Child Sacrifice and Sexual 
Perversion Arouse the Anger of 

God, it is a Violation of His 
Character.



“When the LORD your God brings you into the land 
which you go to possess, and has cast out 
many nations before you, the Hittites and the 
Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites 
and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the 
Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than 
you, and when the LORD your God delivers them 
over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly 
destroy them. You shall make no covenant with 
them nor show mercy to them.



Nor shall you make marriages with 
them. You shall not give your daughter 
to their son, nor take their daughter for 
your son. For they will turn your sons 
away from following Me, to serve other 
gods; so the anger of the LORD will be 
aroused against you and destroy you 
suddenly.



But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy 
their altars, and break down their sacred pillars, and 
cut down their wooden images, and burn their 
carved images with fire. “For you are a holy people 
to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has 
chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special 
treasure above all the peoples on the face of the 
earth.



Romans 1:26-27, For this reason God gave them 
over to degrading passions; (God gave them 
over simply by withdrawing His restraining and 
protective hand), (God gave them over by specific 
acts of judgment), for their women exchanged the 
natural function for that which is unnatural, and in 
the same way also the men abandoned the natural 
function of the woman and burned in their desire 
toward one another, men with men committing 
indecent acts and receiving in their own persons 
the due penalty of their error.



‘As surely as I live,’ declares the 
Sovereign LORD, ‘I take no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, but rather 

that they turn from their ways and 
live.’ Ezekiel 33:11



4. Murmuring Angers God, 
it is a Violation of His 

Character.



Numbers 11:1, And when the people 
complained, it displeased the LORD: 
and the LORD heard it; and his anger 
was kindled; and the fire of the LORD 
burnt among them and consumed them 
that were in the uttermost parts of the 
camp. 



God is angry when people 
oppose His sovereign rule, 
wisdom, justice, and power. 



1 Corinthians 10:10-11, “And do not 
grumble, as some of them did-and were 

killed by the destroying angel. These things 
happened to them as examples and were 

written down as warnings to us.” 



“Our murmuring is the 
devil’s music.”



5. Pride Angers God, it is a 
Violation of His Character.



Proverbs 6:16-19, These six things doth the 
Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination 
unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood, An heart 
that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that 
be swift in running to mischief, A false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that 
soweth discord among brethren.

http://www.biblestudytools.com/proverbs/passage.aspx?q=proverbs+6:16-19


Three Things About Pride:



1. Pride Provokes Deity 
Proverbs 16:5, “Every one that is 
proud in heart is an abomination 

to the Lord.”



2. Pride Promotes Dissension
Proverbs 13:10, “Only by pride 

cometh contention.”



3. Pride Promotes Dishonor
And whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased; and he that shall 
humble himself shall be exalted.

Matthew 23:12



“Pride must die in you, or 
nothing of heaven can live in 

you.”
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